CHAPTER IV
Administration
L    The Origins of Gupta Administration
Now that we have seen in some detail the ways of life which
the common people, the nobility and the royalty led in the "Gupta
age, we may examine at length their system of administration as it
was current at the capital where the emperor ruled, at the provincial
metropolis where the noble held sway as the governor and in the
village where the common people looked after their own affairs.
It has been remarked that "in the inscriptions of the Gupta em-
perors there is no trace of the retention of the old Maurya official
terms/'1 Such a remark cannot be said to be correct regarding the
whole of Gupta administration, although it Js true that the Gupta
emperors introduced some new designations into their administrative
machinery. The Gupta emperors'must have clearly realised that they
'could not blindly dispense with the traditions of their predecessors in
northern India like the great Mauryas, the details of whose adminis-
tration are evidently recorded in Kautalya's Arthasaslra?, and their
later successors the Scythians and the Kusanas who have left some
vestiges of their systems of government in contemporary records.)
1   Pre-Gupta Administration: Mauryan
Daring the Mauryan period there was an elaborate system of
government as is borne out by Megasthenes and confirmed by Katitalya.
The king (Raja) was the head of the State, and had military, judi-
cial, legislative and executive duties. Among his duties he had to
attend to the posting of watchmen, the accounting of receipts and
expenditure, and the appointment of superintendents. He had to corres-
pond in writs (patrasampre$anena) with the assembly of his ministers
(mhtripari$ad\ receive secret information gathered by spies9 super-
vise his forces, and consider various plans of military operations with
his commander-in-chief3.
All kinds of administrative measures were to follow, .according
to Kautalya, the deliberations in a well-formed council " The subject
matter of a council shall be entirely secret, and deliberations in it
1 Banerji, The Agt of tiu Imperial Guptas, p. 70; also see Jayaswal, Hindu Polity,
II, pp, 149.50.
3 C/ Dikshitar, Mauryan Polity, pp. 301-28.
8 Kautalya, ArtMastra, Bk. I, Ch, XIX, pp, 37, (3rd ed 1929).